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Opposition to the Supreme Court by Two Fisherman and a Beggar
Acts 4:1-22
3. The Results of the Message - 4:1-31

     a. Persecution of the Witnesses - 4:1-7

(1) It was focused – 4:1-2

“Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the ﻿﻿Sadducees came upon them, being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. “The captain of the temple” was responsible for keeping order in the temple, But the major problem was with the Sadducees, “I’m sad-u-see,” I don’t believe in the resurrection. They didn’t believe in spirit beings or any life after death.”

(2) It was futile – 4:3-4

So they put them in custody. But, many believed – 2,000 -- the # came to be ἐγενήθη 5,000 men.


(3) It was fearsome – 4:5-7

(a) The conclave – 4:5- 6

“And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, as well as ﻿﻿Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem.”
This group included the Sanhedrin and would be mostly Sadducees. These are the ones who rejected Jesus and the kingdom a few weeks ago. Now they are about to do the same thing again.

In Acts 2 Peter addressed a group of laymen who were guilty by association. Now he is addressing the leaders, who were guilty by their actions. They spoke for the nation.

(b) The question – 4:7

“By what power or by what name have you done this?” 

b. The Explanation by the Apostles – 4:8-12

(1) The explanation was powerful – 4:8-10

“Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of the people and elders of Israel: ﻿If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, ﻿let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, ﻿﻿that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, ﻿﻿whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.”
You might expect that Peter would be timid before the Jewish Supreme Court; not Peter! -- He was filled with the Holy Spirit -- v. 8
They had all been Regenerated (John 3), Indwelt (Rom 8:9), Baptized (Acts 2:4), and Sealed (Eph.1:13) by the Holy Spirit. – [and filled Acts 2:4]
These actions are now simultaneous, but not synonymous.

Now Peter is filled – again. Only filling is repeated. And it is for doing not for being.

Peter is about to give the leaders a chance to reverse their horrible mistake and avert God’s temporal judgment on the nation, accept Jesus as Messiah and bring in the kingdom. He needs the power of the Holy Spirit for the courage and the right words.

Matt 10:19

“Jesus told His disciples: “But when they deliver you up, do not worry about how or what you should speak. For ﻿﻿it will be given to you in that hour what you should speak; for it is not you who speak, but the Spirit of your Father who speaks in you.”
Peter said, in effect, Let me get this straight: You are upset about what we did yesterday, right? If we this day are judged for a good deed done to a helpless man, by what means he has been made well, 
These are loaded words, dripping with irony. This answer is for you leaders and for all of Israel. The name by which this man stands before you whole is Jesus of Nazareth In case that doesn’t ring a bell, [now it gets pointed because]

(2) The explanation was pointed – 4:11-12 -- (He is quoting Psalm 118:22)
(a) The stone was rejected by you – 4:11a

This is the ﻿﻿‘stone which was rejected by you builders. You are some builders! You left out the most important stone.
The Jews were saying, “We will have a building without Him”

(b) The stone was resurrected by God – 4:11b

God is the architect; He drew the plans. They threw the stone away. He went and retrieved it- raised it up, which has become the chief cornerstone.’
Peter is saying, “you can’t have a building without the “chief cornerstone” He proves that by scripture Psalm 118.

 (c) This stone is required for salvation – 4:12

“Nor is there salvation (deliverance) in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved (delivered).” 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Note: The Uses of σωτηρία (salvation) -  and σῴζω (be saved)
Basic meaning = deliverance

Spiritual deliverance – 

From the penalty of sin (Justification)   Eph 2:8-9

From the power of sin  (Sanctification)  Phil. 2:12


      From the presence of sin (Glorification) Rom. 13:11

Physical deliverance – (healing) Matt. 12:22; Mark 5:23

Deliverance from circumstances – Matt. 14:29


(Peter walking on the water)

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

“No other” means “no other.”

Saved (Delivered) Includes:
· Physical Deliverance – the crippled man

· National Deliverance – Israel

· Personal Jewish Deliverance

· Spiritual Deliverance Justification – (no name under heaven)

The entire world must hear or be eternally lost. The Imperials had it right: in their song “Oh, Buddha”.
c. Response of the Rulers 4:13-22

(1) What they saw 4:13-14

(a) Men who had been with Jesus - 4:13

“Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, ﻿﻿and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus.”
Peter had knowledge of the Scriptures. The Word is like a sword (Eph. 6) sharper (Heb 4:12). He was like a surgeon, carving them up with their own knife. (He cut them every way, but loose)

Peter also had boldness before this august body, the supreme court of Israel. But…The leaders saw them in a different light.

They were “uneducated and untrained men.” THEN, they realized that they had been with Jesus.

It will show if we have really been with Jesus.

(b) The man who had been brought to Jesus - 4:14-15
“And seeing the man who had been healed ﻿﻿standing with them, they could say nothing against it.”
He didn’t say anything, he didn’t do anything, he just stood there. But standing is something he couldn’t do before he met Jesus.

We don’t hear John saying anything either. But two is better than one, and a three-fold cord is not easily broken (Ecclesiastes 4:9, 12)

There they stood: two Galilean fishermen and a Jerusalem beggar. But three earthly nobodies, plus the Holy Spirit, equals four heavenly some bodies.

“But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves,” (4:15)
(2) What they said - 4:16

[saying,] ﻿﻿“What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a ﻿﻿notable miracle has been done through them is ﻿﻿evident ﻿﻿to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 

(a) We can’t demean it -- It was notable

(b) We can’t disregard it -- It’s all over town

(c) We can’t deny it -- Everybody knows that it happened.

(d) We can’t ignore it – 17 -- They will take that as permission to continue.

 (3) What they decided – 4:18- 22

(a) It was demanding – 4:18
﻿﻿“So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. They forbade them to speak or teach in the name of Jesus.”
This would deny the people:
· Deliverance from the temporal wrath of God.

· Deliverance from the eternal wrath of God.

(b) It was defied – 4:19b-20

· It was respectful – 4:19b

“Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge.”
The Leaders did not answer that question. Peter continued – 

“We must obey God. We are not going to lie - just to get out of here.”
· It was resolute – 4:20
“For we cannot but speak the things which ﻿﻿we have seen and heard.” We must keep on preaching and teaching Jesus and the resurrection.
Jesus had commanded that they preach this gospel. (Matt. 28:19-20) He promised to be with them as they did, and to reward them later for doing it.
 (c) It was done - 4:21-22﻿

“So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them,”
The apostles were released, because of the people, since they all glorified God for ﻿﻿what had been done. Not because they feared God, but they feared the people. And they feared the miracle – For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed. 

· He was lame for a long time and everyone knew it.

· He was able to speak for himself. All he really had to do was walk around. 

